JOHN BAKER

John Baker, compaoser of
mursic for radio and
television programmes,
died of cancer on
February T aged 39 He
wis born al Leigh-nn-Sea
on October 12, 1937

IN THE heyday of the
Radiophomc Warkshop, the
BBCs electromic music studios
in Maida Vale, three compos-
eTs WieTe |'|r-_'|lu|||'||.||'|: Dhawid
Cain, Delin Derbyshire and
lohn Baker. Before synthesiz
ers and multitrck tape re
corders  became  oomm
Baker used everyday soumds
as his “insiru the
wanging of a ruler. the nodse
mide by hlowing across the
top of a hotthe or the plop of a

cork  being  pulled.  He
changed ther h on tape,
edited the s

[ 6% measuring notes

rodduce a Sy nos
pated feel and used, peT
haps, three tnpe  recorders
running simuliancously side
by side 1o put together the final
Conm R0

In the olficial histwory of the
there

mexacily b

Workshog, are 44
ences 1o so-called "Baker tech
nigues in “realising™
electronic music. They were

used for many years after he
had Jefi

John Baker i descen-
dant of a successful family of
wwork manufact 5 in the
st End of 1 on.  Afrer
graduatng at the Royal Acad
emy of Music he joined the
BBC in 1960, He worked first

WL
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ns a studio manager, a job
in those 1 coled
playing discs on the
Light Programme's House
wives' Chi dav and

editing 1 CONTES NN
dents” dispatches on TH rpm

records for Rodie Newsn
the next

Three vears later. Haker
murved 1o the Radiophonic
Wiorksl which was then in
the vanguard of clectronic
musle work. Whilke there, he

composed the signafure unes
ol many BEBC radio and lele-
vizlon shows, including that of
the Badio Four current affuirs
PrOErAmme PM., the jin
fthe lsteners” lefters sl [11}]
Wenman's Hopr and the themse
[ RBC English by Kadio on
¢ World Service

Melad
him wan id
wanied, H
il the adjectives
describe their programmes
words he then had by him
whien he camie to work on their
muste. As with BBC English
by Radio, he olten embodied
the rhythm of the pro
pramme’s ttle into i
b ey

Baker, provided incidental

vallos G give
of what they
et ewch
By ussd bo

¢ plees

m und special effects for
many. plays, one of them a
Third Programme production

in 1969 of Ihsens When We
Dead Awaken, starring Ralph
Richardson, One of the m
i ||.|Ir-.1|l|-.'-l'\-r||. 1o hikm
from & man (fom 1he

Riwal Shakespeare Company,
who wanbed a SofdlE  com
o] froom the sound of his
kneecap being tapped. ~You
recond your kneecap and 111
o my best™ Baker T
mian. He never heard (rom
hirm agam

The stress of being continu-
ously inventive and of balanc-

ing, &y, several commissions
in his hend &1 one  LimE
coupled w the painstaking
pricess o assembling  the
misic, all ook iz il of
B kot hizalth, In addinmon, e

worked hard away Troim e
BB ||r|--.|-.l|||u elfects  fod
muny 1Y commercials and
writing n good deal of mood
music, sume of which was
usedd in the Beatles film, Help!

John Baker was o resouroe
Tl and innovalive ja pranist
in the André Previn/Dudbey
Muoope mould, although he
lurgely conflined his |-I.|-.|r-|.>'n
his native Soulhend-on-Sea
He composed amd orchestral-
el o jare Mass for a local
church

I-teealth forced him o par
company from the BHC in
1974 and he mever really
Feen from the shock ol
s departure. A shy, sensitive
and courteous man, e Wi
hlessed with a  heighter
sense of the ridiculous, which
helped him o with
illmess. In his latter years, e
liked msthing better than o
| his days fand nights)
ing to his Livourite pro-
grammes on Radio Three

He was unmarried
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